


























The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 19 


2. Always Late 
(Matt. 25:1-13) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second in the series of three 

topics on the theme “Grow Up!” 
deals with a fault found in many young 
people—and in many adults as well, 
indicating. that some of us never grow 
up in this respect. Fortunately, how- 
ever, when some of us get out into the 
workaday world, we learn by the hard 
way that tardiness costs money and 
affects our advancement, and we change 
our ways. However, this topic, if we 
have been careless, should help us to 
see the wrong in tardiness and to do 
something about it. 


se 


Several reasons may be seen as to 
why young people cultivate or enter- 
tain the habit of lateness. Some of 
these reasons are not very complimen- 
tary or commendable, especially in the 
life of a Christian: 

1. Laziness. 

2. Selfishness. 

3. Procrastination. 

4. Lack of preparation. on 

5. Undertaking more than wv : have 
time to do. is 

6. Lack of consideration for . thers. 


b 4 


Few of us like to be called lazy, yet 
many of us are guilty of it at times. 
A young man at a Bible conference 
excused his failure to find time for 
daily Bible reading and prayer each 
morning by complaining that, although 
he asked the Lord every night to get 
him out of bed in time the following 
morning, the Lord did not do so. : The 
leader of the group brought the young 
man up sharply. “Don’t expect the 
Lord to do for you what He has given 
you the ability to do for yourself,” he 
said. “The Lord will awaken you on 
time if you will ask Him to do so, but 
He has given you strength and muscles 
to enable you to get out of bed. It is 
your responsibility to get up.” When 
we know what to do and have the abil- 
ity to do it, it is our responsibility to 
get it done. Lying in bed will usually 
slow down and complicate the remain- 
der of the day. 


Selfishness is closely related to lazi- 
ness. We do not want to inconvenience 
ourselves by starting soon enough to 
be on time. A worker gave as an ex- 
cuse for lateness the fact that the bus 
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she met was frequently late in arriving. 
“If you know that your bus is usually 
late, why do you not make it a point to 
be at the corner in time to catch the 
earlier bus?” she was asked. But this 
seemingly had not occurred to her. Tak- 
ing the trouble to start in time to avoid 
possible delays will usually cure tardi- 
ness of this kind. 
we 


Procrastination can be a frequent 
cause of lateness and sometimes of 
complete failure. When we have time 
or opportunity to do a certain chore or 
to take care of a responsibility, we put 
off the doing of it until what seems to 
be a more convenient opportunity. 
Often that time never comes, and we 
find ourselves faced with last-minute 
preparation or none at all. Felix post- 
poned hearkening to Paul’s earnest 
presentation of Christ (Acts 24:24, 25), 
and, as far as we know, never again 
heard the message of salvation and 
died in his sins. Let us learn to do to- 
day those things that God shows us are 
to be done, realizing that tomorrow 
may never come. 

4 


Lack of preparation is a reason for 
tardiness closely related to procrastina- 
tion. Sometimes we do not think 
through and provide time for the re- 
sponsibilities and tasks that are ahead. 
Therefore, we are taken by surprise 
when the deadline confronts us. The 
foolish virgins in the parable assigned 
for this week’s topic (Matt. 25:1-13) 
made no preparation for the oil that 
would be needed when the bridegroom 
arrived. Consequently they were shut 
out of the time of joy and fellowship 
that followed. 

we 


Undertaking more than we can pos- 
sibly do is sometimes the cause of 
lateness. Learning to say “No” can 
sometimes be as important a virtue as 
saying “Yes.” There is a temptation to 
take on everything that others ask us 
to do, and then find ourselves unable 
to meet the demand on time. God has 
promised wisdom to all of us, if we will 
go to Him and ask for it (Jas. 1:5). 
Let us learn to lay all demands on our 
time before Him, and then, as He shows 
us what to do and what not to do, to 
budget our time so that necessary things 
will be provided for without embarras- 
sing delays. 

+ 4 


At the root of much of our tardiness 
is a downright lack of consideration 
for others. If, when we are late we will 
count up the wasted time of others who 
have been kept waiting, it should help 
us to see how unfair and unchristian it 
is selfishly to impose on them. The 
follower of the Lord Jesus has no right 
to set an example of carelessness, or 
indifference, or unlove. God will help 
us to be sensitive to this fault of tardi- 
ness and to correct it, if we really 
mean business and ask Him to do so. 
But, like getting out of bed, He has al- 
ready given us the means to do some- 
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Settling Down 


A great American dream and goal is to get a good 
job, to get married and settle down. This settling down 
suggests something finished or completed. Something quite 
permanent, especially in Christian society. The instability 
and uncertainty of restless youth is over. The parents sigh 
with relief. The children are safely married at last. The big 
decisions of life have been made—the right job, the right 
girl or fellow. Even decision for Christ can seem to fit into 
this scheme of things. A way of life has been accepted, an- 
other young family has been fitted into a sector of society 
with its home and church life, its most ample standard of 
living. This is the American way of life at its best. In spite 
of its almost inevitable uninspired mediocrity, its confining 
conformity, there is nothing essentially wrong with this 
ideal of life in itself. If, however, it results in a settling 
down in mind and heart, if it means a loss of a God-given 
restlessness, a habitual dissatisfaction of spirit with self 
and with the world; if there is a failure to experience con- 
tinually the weight of God’s Word—“This is not your rest,” 
then this “settling down” is the death knell to any real 
experience of the will of God in the life of a Christian. The 
Bible never pictures the Christian at peace with the world 
because Satan, the god of this world, is the enemy of God 
and His Christ. This world is the arena of the Christian’s 
sacrifice, struggle, conflict, and ultimate victory. The Chris- 


tian cannot settle down and be at peace with the world. 
He is not to be conformed to the world. He is not to suc- 
cumb to the world’s pattern and way of life. The Christian 
is expected to be different. He just must not permit himself 
to fit into things. He does not belong here, so he cannot 
settle down here. The Christian is a soldier far away from 
home. He is entrenched and is fighting for his life on a 
beachhead of a hostile shore. This beachhead is the scene of 
intense spiritual warfare where men and women are resisting 
unto blood “striving against sin” (Heb. 12:4), proclaiming 
the Gospel of forgiveness and freedom to slaves of Satan, 
snatching men as brands from a burning fire. The Christian 
is a person who knows that he can never be at home in the 
world. He longs for Heaven, which is his true homeland. 
He is always an alien, a foreigner here. He eagerly dreams 
and anticipates the day when the battle will have been won 
and when Christ will appear and call him to join the tri- 
umphant procession and entrance into the glory of Heaven. 
Then and there alone can he legitimately settle down and 
be at rest. Only Heaven is the Christian’s rest, for Heaven 
is the Christian’s fatherland. This is where he supernaturally 
belongs. On earth, regardless of the deep joys of wife and 
family, regardless of the comfort and convenience of mod- 
ern life with its material plenty and security, he estimates 
(Continued on page 102) 





4. Who Wrote the Bible? 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


THE TESTIMONY OF THE WORDS 
“By” anp “THROUGH” 


sufficient acquaintance with Old Eng- 


series, Scriptures say of themselves 





HERE are many proofs that God 

wrote the Bible. An important 

one is brought out in the use of 
the words “by” and “through.” When 
the word “by” is used in quoting Scrip- 
ture, it means that God is the originator 
and the source of the words written: 
when the word “through” is used, it 
means that a man is the agent through 
whom the Word of God is conveyed to 
others in writing. The Greek words are 
hupo, “by,” and dia, “through, by means 
of.” The A.S.V. makes this distinction 
clear. Our grand old Authorized Ver- 
sion was no doubt clear in the English 
of over three hundred years ago. I 
have no fault to find with the Author- 
ized Version, for the word “of” must 
have meant “by” to those Greek 
scholars, and the word “by” must have 
meant “through” then. Unless you have 


lish, do not misjudge the Authorized 
Version translation. 

Here are a few (and there are many) 
illustrations of the use of “by” and 
“through,” that prove that God is the 
Author of the Bible, that He wrote it. 
Matthew 1:22 says, “Now all this is 
come to pass, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by [hupo] the Lord 
through [dia] the prophet” (A.S.V.). 
Then follows a quotation of Isaiah 7:14. 
Our Lord was taken “into Egypt; and 
was there until the death of Herod: 
that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying, Out of Egypt did I 
call my son” (Matt. 2:15, A.S.V.). Many 
times the word dia, “through,” alone is 
used, and it always means that the 
prophet was the agent of the ‘message 
given by (hupo) God. 

As has been earlier observed in this 





what Joseph Addison makes the stars 
say: “The hand that made us is divine.” 
If you will open your Bibles to the 
Book of Leviticus, you will discover 
this unique fact, that nearly the entire 
book has the ipsissima verba, [the very 
words] of God. Moses, the penman, 
stops every once in a while just long 
enough to remind the reader that God 
is still the speaker throughout the book. 
He keeps saying, “And the Lord spake 
unto Moses,” then follow the very words 
of God, and Moses writes them down. 

Turn to Isaiah 1:2. “Hear,.O heavens, 
and ‘give ear, O earth: for the Lord 
hath spoken.” Certainly that applies 
to the entire writing of Isaiah. It is 
said that “this verse was put on the 
title page of early English Bibles, claim- 
ing the right of all to hear what Je- 
hovah hath spoken.” Isaiah asserts that 


(Continued on page 99) 








@ LONDON.—Queen Elizabeth II has 
appointed Dr. Arthur Ramsey, Arch- 
bishop of York to succeed Dr. Geoffrey 
Fisher as Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Dr. Fisher will resign on May 51. (RNS) 





@ PALM BEACH.—President Kennedy re- 


THE TIMES News Report 





ceived Billy Graham at his home here 
for lunch and golf a few days before 
the inauguration. (RNS) 





@ NEW YORK.—Cardinal Spellman has 
lashed out at recommendations by 
President Kennedy's commission on ed= 
ucation that exclude aid to parochial 





schools. The prelate called the pro- 
posals unfair. (RNS) 


@ MONROVIA, LIBERIA.—Station ELWA 
began broadcasting in December the 
first regular Gospel programs in Ara- 
bic for Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 
and Mauritania. 





@ SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA.—Activities 
of "Evangelism-in-Depth" are in full 
swing here, reports the Latin America 
Mission. Over 4,000 have enrolled 
for preparatory courses in evan- 
gelism, and 1,000 prayer groups are 
meeting in the nation-wide effort to 
reach every citizen with the Gospel. 





' @ WASHINGTON, D.C.-25 Conservative 
Baptist missionaries have been evac- 





uated from the Congo to Uganda, re- 
ports the U.S. Department of State. 
(MNS ) 





@ SCARSDALE, N. Y.—The Rev. George 
Kempsell, rector of the Episcopal 
Church of St. James the Less here, has 
refused communion to parishioners who 
excluded a Jewish=-born Christian from 
a social event. Mr. Kempsell said 
that members involved in discrimina- 
tion could make amends only by cone 
fession. (RNS) 





@® BELFAST, IRELAND.—Plans are being 
uade here to give Billy Graham an "out- 
size" welcome when he arrives in June 
for his "All Ulster Crusade." The 
visit is sponsored by evangelical min- 
isters and laymen of all Protestant 
groups. (RNS) 





@ HONDURAS.-—The first Gospel radio 
station for this country was dedi- 
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cated here recently. 


Sponsored by 
Conservative Baptist missionaries, 
the station has received the coopera=- 


and of 
(MNS) 


tion of evangelicals here, 
Radio Station HOXO in Panama. 


@ SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI.—The Assem=_ 
blies of God established 204 new 


churches in the U.S. during 1960, 


reports denominational headquarters 
here. This brings to 1,179 the number 
of new Assembly churches opened in. 
the past five years. 92 centers of 
worship are now operating in Argen- 
tina under the Assemblies also. (RNS) 


@ NEW YORK.—Church World Service, a 
division of the National Council of 
Christian Churches, has handled the 
shipping of some $84,000 worth of food 
from Protestant and Orthodox churches 
in the U.S. to the Congo. (RNS) 





@ RUANDA-URUNDI.—Six American mis- 
sionaries and their families, de- 
tained by pro-Lumumba Conoglese 
troops in their flight from Kivu Prov- 
ince, reached safety here following 
their release. (RNS) 





@ KOLLAT, INDIA.—An evangelical 
group of the ancient Mar Thoma Church 
has split from the main body to form 
the St. Thomas Evangelical Church of 
India. The separation came over the 
evangelicals’ desire to preserve the 
purity of the Mar Thoma Church. (RNS) 





@® Christian Economics reports that 
the production and distribution of 
narcotics is a government monopoly in 








Red China. Harry J. Ainslinger, chief 
of the Narcotics Bureau, U.S. Treasury 
Dept., says, "Spreading narcotic ad- 
diction . . . is the policy of the 
entire Communist regime in mainland 
China." 


@ The only two American Baptist mis- 
sionaries in Cuba have left that 
country due to the political situa- 
tion. (RNS) 














Next Wek cee 


“The Danger of Spiritual Unreality” by 
C. Stacey Woods. 
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The Top Ten 


Religious editors and reporters have chosen the “top ten” 
religious news stories of 1960. The Religious Newswriters 
Association recently conducted a survey of the men and 
women who cover the news of religion for the secular press 
to discover what, in the opinion of these writers, were the 
most significant religious events and developments during 
the past year. 

The election of Senator Kennedy easily took first place. 
It was hailed as a crippling blow to anti-Catholic sentiment. 

Canterbury’s visit to Pope John XXIII came second among 
the noteworthy religious events, and the controversy over 
the Air Force training manual which charged that Com- 
munists had infiltrated the Protestant ministry followed. 

Other events included among the top stories were: church 
mergers, especially the creation of The American Lutheran 
Church from several hitherto separate Lutheran bodies; 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake’s proposal for the merger of four 
major Protestant denominations; the role of the churches 
in race relations, especially in the southern United States 
and in South Africa; the interference of the Roman Catholic 
bishops of Puerto Rico in the national election there; the 
exodus of missionaries from the Congo; Billy Graham’s 





‘ 


African tour; and court cases involving religion in schools 
and Sunday business closing, 

Religious News Service notes that concern over church- 
state issues and improvement of inter-creedal relations, espe- 
cially the growing Protestant-Catholic dialogue, seemed to 
be the trends underlying most of these events. 

The picture is an interesting one. One cannot help but 
compare, fancifully perhaps, the impact that Christendom 
is having on society in the twentieth century with its 
impact in the first. When society became aware of that 
small, harried group of disciples, they sensed an issue. One 
later writer complained that Christians “dwelt with noxious 
exaggeration on the person of Jesus Christ.” Quite so. It 
is regrettable that the writer felt this Christ-centeredness 
to be noxious, but it is to the credit of those Christians that 
their character could be thus analyzed. The commentators 
of today are not complaining thus. They see in Christen- 
dom a bureaucracy, not sure of its own reason for being, 
but pontificating loudly on social and political issues. Apart 
from Dr. Graham’s tour of Africa, there is little evidence 
from the “top ten” religious stories that the Person, Christ 
Jesus, is central and supreme for the Church. Perhaps if 
He were accorded this centrality by His Church the com- 
plaints would begin. 





Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


Hebrew Manuscripts—New and ancient Hebrew manuscripts are still coming to light. The New York Times 









reports that a number of manuscripts of the Talmud dating back to A.D. 500 have been discovered by Professor 
Abraham Katsh, Chairman of the Hebrew Studies Department of New York University, at the Leningrad Library. 
He has secured microfilms of these manuscripts and has brought them back to New York. It is interesting that 
the name of Jesus, not found in the present censored versions of the Talmud, is found in these early uncensored ver- 
sions. A codex of the Old Testament, written over a thousand years ago, was rescued from a burning synagogue in 
Syria in 1948, and “is the source from which standard Old Testament texts ultimately derived.” The manuscript is 
now safely in Israel. On the basis of this codex and other manuscripts, Jewish scholars are now working on a revision 
of the Massoretic text of the Old Testament. The new version will give variant readings, gathered from the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, ancient Jewish writings, and the like. The work is scheduled to be published in 1965. 


New Position for Dr. Albright.—The distinguished archeologist, probably the greatest authority on Biblical 
archeology in the world, Dr. William F. Albright, for many years a professor at Johns Hopkins University at Balti- 
more, has been appointed the first Professor of Biblical Archeology at the Jerusalem School at the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, which will begin its first academic year in 1961. It is interesting that this fa- 
mous Hebrew institution of learning should ask a Protestant to become its first Professor of Biblical Archeology. I at 
one time asked Professor Albright, whose friendship I greatly appreciate, in how many languages he could lecture 
with ease, and he said he could lecture at any time in five languages: English, Hebrew, Arabic, German, or French, 
and could get along in speaking three or four other languages. I recall reading an article a few years ago in a Jewish 
journal giving an account of Dr. Albright’s lecture at the dedication of the newly established archeological museum 
in Beersheba. The lecture was delivered in Hebrew, and the Jewish paper said that his perfect Hebrew diction would 
put many Jews in that audience to shame. 


Bible Study Courses.—A friend writing to me regarding a recent statement of mine that eight hundred thou- 
sand courses of Bible study have been sent out by Light and Life, calls my attention to a notice in the World Mis- 
sionary Prayer Bulletin of Good News Publishers, in which the following statement is made in a letter by Don Hillis, 
written some few months ago: “You will rejoice to know that the Gospel of John course has already gone into the 
hands of over one million people, and that it has reached into forty-five different languages and fifty countries. . . . 
The Bible Correspondence School program is just ten years old, that is our Light of Life program, and it is now 
growing at the approximate rate of 12,000 new students a month in the total outreach around the world.” 








February 4, 1961 (Lesson for February 19) . 
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Fundamentalism and Neo-Evangelicalism— 


Whither? 





Progress will lie only in an appreciation of God’s whole counsel 


By JOHN W. SANDERSON, Jr. 


place between two only vaguely de- 

fined groups of God’s people, sev- 
eral prime issues emerge. The first, 
and perhaps the most important one, 
is the truth or falsity of the Neo-Evan- 
gelical charge that Fundamentalism has 
failed, that it is only to be found in 
peripheral and subsidiary movements, 
and that it has lost the power of God 
that can reverse the trend towards god- 
lessness today. 

It is difficult to write history while 
it is happening, or soon after its occur- 
rence. Yet the issue cannot be dodged 
so easily, for too much depends on the 
answer. 

The Neo-Evangelical has his answer 
—it is his raison d’etre. He is a Neo- 
Evangelical just because the charge is 
true. On the other hand, the Funda- 
mentalist objects, “Do not the Scrip- 
tures ask whether, when Christ returns, 
He will find faith on the earth? This 
failure of faith is only another evidence 
that His coming draweth nigh.” Or, 
“Is not the fact that the truth is only 
found in ignored and persecuted.minor- 
ities just another fulfillment of the 
Scripture—fFear not, little flock, for it 
is your Father’s will to give you the 
kingdom’?” 


I: THE dialogue which is taking 


Changing Society No Measure 


But neither answer will do. For the 
Neo-Evangelical has his eye on the 
wrong symptom, and the Fundamental- 
ist is rationalizing his own failure. 
When Christ and the apostles predicted 
spiritual decline prior to the Second 
Coming, they said’ it in rebuke of luke- 
warm believers, not in any sense to 
offer them comfort. But just as surely 
Christ and the apostles looked for 
inward and spiritual victories, not 
outward and_ sociological conquests. 
“Turning the world upside down” was 
a figure used by the enemies of the 
Gospel for the change in the lives of a 
small group of believers, not for a start- 
ling reversal in the _ socio-religious 
habits of the Greek peninsula. It is 
doubtful whether Paul fits the Neo-Evan- 
gelical ideal—he was rejected by his 
own converts at Corinth and Galatia, 
and was very much a lonely and for- 
saken man as death came. This is not 
to deny the salutary effects upon all 
of Greco-Roman culture that came from 
Paul’s preaching, but it is to assert that 
you can never measure the success of 
Christianity by its success in changing 
society. 

The Neo-Evangelical may well say 
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to the Fundamentalist, “Let us gather 
strength and attack the citadel of un- 
belief; let us shake off our rational- 
izations and our weakness; let us assert 
‘in any and every area of life a leader- 
ship that will command men’s respect 
just because it is a demonstration of 
the Holy Spirit.” But the Fundamen- 
talist may well say to the Neo-Evan- 
gelical, “The strength of our position 
lies in our knowledge of our own re- 
sources and of the weakness of the 
enemy.” 

The Neo-Evangelical seems to think 
that a rapprochement can be effected 
with Liberalism and Neo-Orthodoxy. 
His Fundamentalist brother entertains 
no such illusion. Nor apparently does 
the Liberal. Dr. Machen appreciated 
the vast gulf between Christianity and 
Liberalism, and so did the Christian 
Century. In its issue of January 3, 1924, 
it said in part: “Christianity according 
to Fundamentalism is one _ religion. 
Christianity according to Modernism is 
another religion. . . . The God of the 
Fundamentalist is one God; the God of 
the Modernist is another. The Christ 
of the Fundamentalist is one Christ; 
the Christ of the Modernist is another. 
The Bible of Fundamentalism is one 
Bible; the Bible of Modernism is an- 
other.” 

In our day Dr. Carnell has had sev- 
eral God-given opportunities to come 
to grips with the Neo-Orthodoxy of 
Reinhold Niebuhr; yet Niebuhr writes 
of one of these encounters: “I do not 
know whether Professor Carnell would 
regard his criticisms of my thought as 
substantive; but I do not, because he 
agrees with me up to the point of ver- 
ifying the Christian faith in the experi- 
ence of redemption” (“The Library of 
Living Theology,” Vol. II, p. 443). 

One must not condemn a life-ministry 
for one failure, and we do not here hold 
Dr. Carnell up for scorn. However it is 
worthy of note that he did attempt to 
carry on a dialogue in terms of his own 
Neo-Evangelical commitment. How 
well did it succeed? A hoped-for rap- 
prochement did not materialize: Dr. 
Niebuhr did not feel the force of Pro- 
fessor Carnell’s attack. Why did it not 
succeed? Because Professor Niebuhr 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint” (Luke 18:1). 
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was able to say that, in his opinion, Dr. 
Carnell had given away a significant 
area of the battleground. Let no one 
call Dr. Carnell Neo-Orthodox because 
of this exchange, but sober analysis 
may help us to see that, aware as all 
of us are of the weaknesses of many 
contemporary approaches to unbelief 
and the unbeliever, this approach also 
has its weaknesses. 

It may be God’s good providence that 
His truth be preserved in our gener- 
ation in “peripheral and subsidiary” 
movements. If so, then we all need 
the humility to bear Christ’s reproach 
as do many of our brethren in Spain, 
or in Russia. To belittle one’s breth- 
ren as “peripheral” is to betray an at- 
titude as inimical to the Christian spirit 
as the attitude imputed to the Funda- 
mentalist. 

But there is always the nagging ques- 
tion: who at this stage of the historical 
process knows enough to say what 
groups are “peripheral and subsidiary”? 
“The chariots of Israel and the horse- 
men thereof” were neither the armies of 
the houses of Omri and Jehu, nor the 
7,000 who did not worship Baal, but 
two lonely men who undoubtedly 
seemed peripheral and subsidiary to 
their contemporaries. One of the iron- 


.ies of Biblical history is that the cele- 


brated 7,000 are always held up as a 
token of grace, but never as an example 
of a remnant so impotent that they 
would not or could not face Ahab and 
let Elijah do it alone. 


Faithfulness, Not Outward Success 


Is Fundamentalism a failure? The 
truth is, no one knows; and if one did, 
the knowledge might be irrelevant. On 
the one hand, “it is required of stew- 
ards, that a man be found faithful.” It 
is faithfulness, not outward success, that 
should characterize the people of God. 
On the other hand, to make an ade- 
quate judgment as to success or failure 
involves many more facts than most 
of us have at hand. 

Nevertheless, the charge of Neo- 
Evangelicals has some substance. A 
revival among the people of God, re- 
gardless of their label, is an imperative, 
and a confession of the present weak- 
ness of those known as Fundamental- 
ists is a step toward that revival. 

A second issue stems from the call 
from both sides for a deeper under- 
standing of the doctrine of the Church. 
The Neo-Evangelical charges that the 
Fundamentalist has forgotten the unity 
of believers, while the Fundamentalist 
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charges that all too frequently church 
membership is meaningless; too often 
ordination vows are ignored. 

Again, the charges are ill-drawn: the 
choice is not either/or. A Biblical ec- 
clesiology views the Church as invisible 
and as visible, and the ideal is to make 
the church visible the outward mani- 
festation of the Church invisible. Thus, 
a congregation elects to office men 
whom it presumes to be gifted by the 
Spirit, and the ideal congregation 
makes use of every gifted individual 
so that it is the visible expression of 
the spiritual reality. But also, a con- 
gregation exercises discipline as it pur- 
sues the same ideal. True, the invisible 
Church contains all the saved, but, 
equally true, the visible church strives 
to exclude unbelievers and to discipline 
those who give no evidence of being in 
the Body of Christ. 

Why is the doctrine of the Church 
avoided today? It is partly due to a 
poorly worded phrase that puts the de- 
fenders of the true doctrine on the de- 
fensive. All too frequently it is said 
that “we want Christianity, not church- 
ianity.” The truth in the statement is 
that loyalty to a temporal organization 
can never replace, or even vie with, 
loyalty to our Saviour. But there is 
error in the statement. A true loyalty 
to Christ involves a love for, and a 
loyalty to, the Church. A true doctrine 
of the Church forbids setting the 
Church over against Christ, and though 
this may not be the intention of those 
who use the statement quoted above, 
in the long run this is often the result. 

The Neo-Evangelical would like to 
see more brotherhood among the breth- 
ren; the Fundamentalist would like to 
see the brethren more obviously linked 
to each other and separated from Christ- 
less organizations. The Fundamentalist 
is shocked to hear a brother in Christ 
say almost humorously that he hoped 
for church union so that there would be 
someone in his presbytery to second his 
motions! The union gave him a sec- 
onder—and an even larger majority to 
control his ecclesiastical life. At the 
same time, the Evangelical is shocked 
to hear that certain churches are get- 
ting purer because they have lost so 
many members, and that not on a pri- 
mary issue but on something admit- 
tedly secondary. 

A third issue concerns the continuing 
battle between the Bible and science. 
The Neo-Evangelical is concerned about 
the honesty of Fundamentalism. As 
he sees it, Fundamentalists either ig- 
nore what seems to contradict Scrip- 
ture or else are loose in their handling 
of facts. He is shocked to hear a young 
man say that in his high school days 
he kept his faith by reading the books 
of Dr. So-and-So, but in his college 
days he almost lost his faith when he 
re-read the same books. Moreover, re- 
membering that many scientific views 
that were regarded by churchmen as 
heretical are now accepted even by 
the most reactionary conservatives, the 
Neo-Evangelical wants to deliver the 
Church from the same mistake today. 


(Continued on page 101) 
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Four Chinese officers who were recently baptized 


Fishing for Men From a Sickbed 


An invalid does missionary work 


IGHTY people filled the spacious 

front hall, living room, and dining 
room of the 150-year-old brown stucco 
house only a few feet from Route 30, 
ten miles east of Lancaster, Pa. They 
had foregone their Thanksgiving din- 
ners at home to be present at the bap- 
tism of four Chinese military officers. 
These men, sent by Chiang Kai-shek 


from Taiwan for training at the Aber- . 


deen Proving Ground, Md., had been 
led to Christ by Christiana Tsai, a 71- 
year-old Christian Chinese woman bed- 
ridden for 30 years. She lives with 
Miss Mary Leaman (who brought her 
to the Saviour many years ago in 
China) in the old family homestead, 
along with two other Leamans: Lucy, 
a sister, and Mary W., a cousin. All are 
invalids, though three are ambulatory, 
and all are over 70. 








God's Love 
By Helen Mary Sees 


There is no boundary to God’s love— 
It knows no east or west, 

Or north or south, or black or white. 
He loves the worst and best.’ 


In His own image we were made. 
He loves us, every one. 

And to redeem us from our sins, 
He gave His only Son, 


That we might have eternal life 
If we believe His Word— 

That matchless story of His love, 
The sweetest ever heard. 


Oh, may we give our lives to Christ, 
Who cleanses from all sin, 

Then look to Him in faith and trust, 
And be made new within. 


19) 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, Jr. 


Pastor Harry Weber, Leacock Pres- 
byterian Church, Paradise, near Lan- 
caster, led the service. Nine Chinese 
officers sang “Little Bethlehem,” a 
hymn written in Chinese for them by 
Miss Tsai, who could hear them from 
her bedroom. Mr. Weber read a con- 
cise yet comprehensive statement set- 
ting before the men the meaning of 
their baptism just before he baptized 
each one. Then, in the impressive hush 
that came over the audience, the Lord’s 
Supper was observed. 

This was just one of the milestones 
that mark the passing of the last five 
years in that home. Over 70 officers 
have been converted and baptized, some 
here, some returned to Formosa. They 
have been among the 180 allied officers 
from 21 countries who have received 
special training at the Aberdeen Prov- 
ing Ground. 

The outreach of the infirm yet zeal- 
ous women who live indoors at Lea- 
man Place is incalculable. “China 
Mary,” as she is called, was for 48 years 
a missionary of the Presbyterian 
Church, born of missionary parents in 
Shanghai. Giving twelve years to the 
arduous task, she prepared a diglot 
edition of the Bible, containing in par- 
allel columns the classical Chinese and 
the phonetic. The phonetic portion, 
promulgated by the Chinese govern- 
ment in 1918, reproduces in type the 
sounds of the syllables and enables peo- 
ple to learn to read in a much shorter 
time than if they had to learn the old- 
style characters. It has had a wide 
distribution. Miss Mary led Christiana 
to the Lord in China many years ago. 
Christiana interpreted for Dr. C. G. 
Trumbull forty years ago on his tour to 
the Far East, and he was instrumental 


(Continued on page 102) 
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Tue KING JAMES VERSION 
John 11:17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had 
lain in the grave four days already. 
18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen 
furlongs off: 
19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to 
comfort them concerning their brother. 
20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was com- 
ing, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house. 
21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died. 
22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask 
of God, God will give it thee. : 
23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 
24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day. 
25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: 
. he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live: 
26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die. Believest thou this? 
27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art 





International Uniform Lesson 





THE.LORD OF LIFE AND DEATH © 
John 10; 11; printed text, 11:17-27, 38-44 


Golden Text.—I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 


never die.—John 11:25, 26 


the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the 
world. 


38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the 
grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 

39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister 
of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he 
stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 

’ 40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 

41 Then they took away the stone from the place where 
the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, 
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 

42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because 
of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe 
that thou hast sent me. 

43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud 
voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot 
with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a 
napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 





This miracle, 


The Lesson as a Whole 


therefore, 
considered as a great frontier in the 


foremost in her activity (see Luke ‘10: 
38-42). She doubtless felt that by go- 


should be 





By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


Te: two chapters that are the basis 
for our study point up the. deep- 
ening hostility of the Jewish re- 
ligious officials. Against this somber 
background shine out, with increasing 
vividness, the grace and power of 
Christ, both as good shepherd and as 
the resurrection and the life. 

As the good shepherd He enters the 
Jewish sheepfold and calls forth His 
own sheep. They hear His voice and 
follow Him. This pictures the believ- 
ing remnant of Israel. But there are 
other sheep who have never been in 
the Jewish fold at all, and they, too, 
will respond. In hearing and follow- 
ing Him, both companies unite in one 
flock and recognize one Shepherd (see 
John 10: 1-5, 16, A.S.V.). 

By this parable the Lord illustrates 
the basic difference between the fold 
of Judaism and the flock of Christian- 
ity. 

The raising of Lazarus was the Lord’s 
crowning miracle. It is the seventh 
sign of His messiahship in John, and 
was so climactic that it became the 
turning point in the activities of both 
the Pharisees and the Lord Jesus. Re- 
ligious antipathy was aroused to the 
point that it became a determined con- 
spiracy to kill Him. This gathering 
storm caused the Saviour to deliber- 
ately withdraw from the crowds and 
to move in secrecy (see John 11:53, 54). 
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Lord’s ministry. 


Verse by Verse 

John 11:17.—“Then when Jesus came, 
he found that he had lain in the grave 
four days already.” The funeral of 
Lazarus had been held four days be- 
fore, and it appeared that the Lord was 
just that much too late to intervene in 
any effective way. According to hu- 
man calculations, His timing of things 
was quite faulty. 


Verse 18—‘Now Bethany was nigh 
unto. Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs 
off.” Fifteen furlongs is about two 
miles. The ruins of the Roman Beth- 
any, which was the scene of this mir- 
acle, still very clearly remain on the 
eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. 
Present-day tourists are shown even 
the alleged tomb of Lazarus. Though 
this exact spot is extremely doubtful, 
there is no doubt about the general 
location of the village itself. 


Verse 19.—“And many of the Jews 
came to Martha and Mary, to comfort 
them concerning their brother.” There 
are evidently two reasons for this wide- 
spread sympathy: the proximity of the 
town of Jerusalem, and the high esteem 
in which Lazarus and his sisters were 
held. They were well known and well 
liked. 


Verse 20—“Then Martha ... went 
and met him: but Mary sat still in the 
house.” Martha is conspicuous in the 
Gospels for her energy, and is always 


ing out to meet the Lord she could 
more privately express to Him her 
thoughts. 


Verse 21—“Then said Martha unto 
Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, 
my brother had not died.” In these 
words Martha confesses both her faith 
and her disappointment. Her faith 
shines out in her expressed confidence 
that the Lord would have been more 
than a match for the cruel death that 
had snatched away their brother. But 
she is disappointed that He had taken 
so long in coming. 


Verse 22—“But I know, that even 
now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, 
God will give it thee.” Martha may 
well have heard of the Lord’s raising 
of the daughter of Jairus (Mark 5:35- 
43), and the widow’s son (Luke 7:11- 
15). Hence, her confidence in Him is 
excited to the point of expecting action. 
at even this late hour. After all, is He 
not the beloved of God whose prayers 
never go unheard? 


Verse 23.—“Jesus saith unto her, Thy 
brother shall rise again.” In this clear 
and direct prediction the Lord en- 
couraged the woman’s fullest confi- 
dence. Anyone less than divine would 
have said, “I will do my best to help 
this sad situation.” The Lord Jesus 
never used language like that. 


Verse 24—“Martha saith unto him, 
I know that he shall rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day.” Martha 
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here declares her full Jewish orthodoxy. 
She was no Sadducee! (The Sadducees 
were the rationalists of the day, who 
disbelieved in resurrection and things 
supernatural [Acts 23:8]). But this 
knowledge was not the real hope and 
expectation that she was cherishing un- 
der these circumstances. 


Verse 25.—“Jesus said unto her, I am 
the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live.” Here is another of 
those great “I am’s” so conspicuous in 
this Gospel, and perhaps it is the most 
far-reaching of them all. Because res- 
urrection comes before life here, we 
conclude that the meaning of this part 
of the statement is that believers, even 
though they have already died (this is 
the real force of “though he were 
dead”) would yet be raised again. This 
accords exactly with what Scripture 
teaches elsewhere (see 1 Cor. 15:51-54; 
1 Thess. 4:16). At the Lord’s return 
all of His own will rise at the first 
resurrecton. ; 

Verse 26.—“And whosoever liveth and 


believeth in me shall never die. Be- 
lievest thou this?” ‘The Lord has de- 


clared that He is the life, as well as the - 


resurrection. The believer who is alive 
at His return will never die at all, but 
will be changed and caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4:17). 
Of course, the full development of this 
truth awaited the coming of the Holy 
Spirit and Paul’s ministry (see John 
16:12, 13). But there is also a present 
application to these words. The be- 
liever on the Lord Jesus Christ even 
now possesses a life that death cannot 
touch—eternal life, even the risen life of 
our Lord Himself. Would Martha’s 
faith (or ours) embrace this truth? 


Verse 27—“She saith unto him, Yea, 
Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, 
the Son of God, which should come 
into the world.” This unqualified con- 
fession of truth identifies the Lord in 
both His office and His deity. He is 
Israel’s Messiah and the unique Son of 
God. This double truth is the distin- 
guishing mark of Christianity. 


Verse 38—“Jesus therefore again 
groaning in himself cometh to the 
grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
upon it.” As the Saviour approaches 
the cave-tomb He is deeply moved. 
His distress, however, does not stem 
from any lurking doubts as to the out- 
come, but rather because of His keen 
realization of the- awful wreckage that 
sin has brought into God’s fair cre- 
ation. Creation’s groan (Rom. 8:22) is 
actually but an echo of His own: 


Verse 39.—“Jesus said, Take ye away 
the stone. Martha... saith... Lord, 
by this time he stinketh: for he hath 
been dead four days.” Despite a cer- 
tain form of embalming (see v. 44), 
this sister is keenly sensitive to the 
prospect of embarrassment if the Lord’s 
command is heeded. This was a test 
of both faith and obedience. 

Verse 40.—“Jesus saith unto her, Said 


I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest 
believe, thou shouldest see the glory 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


7. February 12.—The Light of the 
World. John 7 to 9 





Next Week’s Lesson 


9. February 26.—Jesus Faces the 


Cross. ........ John 12 











of God?” This remark probably re- 
fers to the Lord’s statement in verse 
four, and which had been brought to 
her by the disciples who heard it. No- 
tice that believing issues in seeing. 
This is the very opposite to the world’s 
motto that “seeing is believing.” And 
the sight that lay ahead was the glory 
of God—more than the mere raising of 
her brother. For some who witnessed 
the miracle saw nothing except an op- 
portunity to conspire against Christ (v. 
46). 


Verse 41—‘“Then they took away the 


stone... And Jesus lifted up his eyes, 
and said, Father, I thank thee that thou 
hast heard me.” Their obedience makes 
way for the Lord to proceed. He had 
already privately brought ‘this whole 
matter to the Father and had received 
the assuring answer. It had been this 
answer that had doubtless given rise 
to His remark in verse four. 


Verse 42—“And I knew that thou 
hearest me always: but because of the 
people .. 
lieve that thou hast sent me.” The 
design of this public prayer was to 
make very clear to the bystanders that 
He was about to perform this great 
miracle, or sign, in full fellowship with 
God, His Father. 

Verse 43.—“And when he thus had 
spoken, he cried with a loud voice, 
Lazarus, come forth.” In that full con- 
fidence, therefore, He authoritatively 
commands the dead. 

Verse 44—“And he that was dead 
came forth, bound hand and foot with 
graveclothes: and his face was bound 
about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


T was the purpose of Lazarus’s 
sickness? 


2. What did Jesus do just after He 
received the news of the illness of 
Lazarus? 

3. Which sister hastened out to meet 
Jesus? 

4. How did the Lord Jesus manifest 
His true humanity? 

5. Before raising the dead man what 
command did Jesus give? 

6. If Martha would believe, what 
should she see? 

7. What was the posture of Mary 
when she came out to Jesus? 

8. How long had Lazarus been dead? 

9. What was the condition of Lazarus 
as he emerged from the tomb? 

10. What command did Jesus give 
concerning this condition? 


(Answers on page 98). 


. I said it, that they may be- . 








them, Loose him, and let him go.” 
Death and corruption instantly yield 
their grip, and Lazarus comes forth. 
It is thrilling to realize that though 
Lazarus brought the graveclothes with 
him, the Lord Jesus left His behind 
when He arose from the dead (John 
20:6, 7). Lazarus would need his again, 
but Jesus never! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The raising of Lazarus by Jesus, the 
Son of God, provides a little preview 
of what He will do to the bodies of all 
of His own at His return. At that time 
He will raise in incorruptibility by His 
descending shout all of the dead Laz- 
aruses! This will issue in triumphant 
glory for Him and everlasting blessing 
for them (1 Thess. 4: 16-18). 

But the Christ who gave physical 
life to this loved one at Bethany is 
able and willing to communicate spir- 
itual life even now. And just as Laz- 
arus received this life by hearing His 
voice, so we today may have eternal 
life by hearing His Word, and receiv- 
ing Him as Saviour (see John 5:24). 

It is possible, however, to have life 
and yet no liberty. The graveclothes 
may still cling, impeding the walk and 
binding the hands so as to prevent 
proper work. The napkin of death may 
still cleave to the face, hindering any 
intelligible confession or testimony. Per- 
haps many of us have undergone this 
very experience following our response 
to the call of Christ. He commands us 
to remove these trappings of the tomb. 
This is accomplished by the ministry 
of the truth that makes men free, and 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus which 
makes “free from the law of sin and 


- death” (John 8:32; Rom. 8:2). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The shepherd and the sheep (John 
10:1-18, 27-30) 

2. The accused and the accusers (John 
10: 19-26, 31-42) 

3. The resurrection and the life (John 
11) 


Topics for Development 
The Union of the Humanity and the 


’ Deity of Jesus. The first great move- 


ment of John 11 is filled with a variety 
of emotions. Sorrow, anxiety, caution, 
misunderstanding and perplexity are 
all in evidence. The second movement 
of the story, however, introduces joy 
among the believing, but also hate 


‘among the unbelieving. 


The two sisters were grieving over 
the death of their brother. To make 
matters worse, the Lord whom they 
loved and trusted, seemed to be in- 
different. Though He had been in- 
formed of the calamity, He showed no 
apparent concern, nor any haste to in- 
tervene. His only comment had been 
that it would all work out to both 
God’s and His glory. 

Against this severe background the 
Lord displayed His perfect humanity 
and His full deity. As man He sor- 
rowed sympathetically. He dearly 
loved that little circle of believers, and 
could mingle His groans and tears with 
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theirs. He really felt for them, and 
thus bore their griefs and carried their 
sorrows. Yes, Jesus was truly human. 

Though true man, He was not mere 
man, however. He was God and man 
in one blessed and holy person. 

This is seen in His amazing author- 
ity over death and corruption. A few 
words uttered with a loud voice and 
both of these enemies yielded their 
‘prey! Only God can accomplish this. 

Another miracle in the Gospels, 
where both the Lord’s humanity and 
deity are displayed, is recorded in Mat- 
thew 8: 23-27. 


Practical Applications 

There were actually four obstacles 
that lay in the way to the raising of 
Lazarus: death, corruption, the objec- 
tions of Martha, and the stone. 

And yet the Lord accomplished the 
miracle. He overcame the first three, 
but it was theirs to attend to the last. 
“Take ye away the stone,” He com- 
manded (John 11:39). 

Surely He who could raise the dead 
man could just as easily remove the 
stone by His word. Yet He told them 
to do this. Why? 

Perhaps one answer to this lies in the 
fact that Christ does not do for us what 
we can do for ourselves. While they 
could not raise the dead, they could do 
this. But there is probably a deeper 
lesson. Perhaps there are “stones” that 
we Christians today must remove if 
we are to see dead Lazaruses raised to 
new life. 

Take the stone of our inconsistent 
conduct, or the stone of carnal criti- 
cisms ef our fellow believers, or the 
stone of our worldliness, or perhaps 
our secret sin. Then, too, what about 
the stone of downright unbelief? or 
unbelief’s little brother, doubt? or sec- 
tarian pride? 

Then there are the stones of omission 
as well, such as neglecting prayer, the 
reading of the Scriptures, and witness- 
ing to our fellows? 

If we are to see the mighty Lord 
work in raising those that are spir- 
itually dead, then we must obey that 
ringing word, “Take ye away the 
stone!” 


Golden Text 

John 11:25, 26—“Jesus said unto her, 
I am the resurrection, and the life: he 
that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die. Believest thou this?” At the first 
resurrection and translation of the 
saints this great declaration will be 
completely realized. This is explained 
in detail in such Scriptures as 1 Co- 
rinthians 15:51-54 and 1 Thessalonians 
4: 16-18. 

However, there is a present appli- 
cation to this statement. The Lord 
Jesus imparts spiritual life today to 
those who are “dead in trespasses and 
sins” (Eph. 2:1), and this is a life that 
death can never interrupt or termi- 
nate. 
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Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then when Jesus came...” (John 
11:17).—Even after the exercised sisters 
of Lazarus had definitely informed the 
Lord Jesus of their brother’s illness, 
He purposely delayed His coming to 
them. 

I had not especially noticed before 
that this delay was linked with His 
love for this Bethany trio. 

“Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, 
and Lazarus. When he had heard 
therefore that he was sick, he abode 
two days still in the same place where 
he was” (John 11:5, 6). 

In all likelihood, the three fully ex- 
pected that the Lord’s love would cause 
Him to rush to them and recover the 
sick man. But He had something su- 
perior to healing in mind; hence He 
actually told the disciples who were 
with Him that He was glad that He 
was not physically present during Laz- 
arus’s illness (v. 15). 

He delights in doing things “exceed- 
ing abundantly above all we ask or 
think” (Eph. 3:20). What He purposed 
in this instance would not only re- 
dound to the glory of God, but also to 
the strengthening of the faith of His 
disciples and to the awakening of faith 
in “many” spectators (vv. 15, 45). 

How often we are inclined to think 
the Lord loves us less than we thought 
He did because He has failed to come 
to our immediate relief! 

The other night I was asked, “Is it 
right to set a date for the answers to 
our prayers?” Of course, one can un- 
derstand that pressing circumstances 
would cause a believer to pray, “Please 
send relief before the first or fifteenth 
of next month.” And where the peti- 
tion is made subject to His will, He will 
in most cases answer. But when He 
does not do so, we must not allow the 
apparent delay to cause us to question 
the fact or degree of His love. He pur- 
poses something greater to God’s glory, 
the deepening of our faith and the be- 
getting of faith in others. 

In the case before us, He wanted 
sickness and death to do their worst 
before He came on the scene. Lazarus 
had been in the grave four days. 

Sin had entered the world in Eden 
and had brought sickness, plus physical 
and spiritual death with it; so that by 
the time our Saviour came, death had 
passed upon all men, for “all have 
sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 

The Lord Jesus said, “I am come that 
they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly” (John 
10:10). 

“I am the resurrection and the life 
...’ (John 11:25).—What a blessed “I 
AM” He is! When a believer falls 
asleep in Jesus, his body sleeps in the 





grave; but the believer himself lives in 
the presence of the Lord. In due time, 
his body will be raised from among 
the dead and will put on incorruption. 

Also our Lord is the life of all living 
believers—those who are alive and re- 


main at His coming. At that time 
they, too, will be changed, and their 
bodies will have put on immortality 
(1 Cor. 15:53). 

“And he that was dead came forth 
. . -’ (John 11:44).—The Lord Jesus 
demonstrated that He is Lord of life 
and death by simply saying with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” Who 
but God could speak such a quickening 
word? Men have tried it, but only to 
be chagrined by the powerlessness of 
their words. 

The Lord laid down His life at Cal- 
vary because of our sins and took it 
again in resurrection for our justifi- 
cation (Rom. 4:25). Now He is the 
giver of eternal life to all who take 
Him at His word (John 6:40). 

You may have heard, or read, the 
incident about Michelangelo visiting a 
young sculptor’s studio, to give his ver- 
dict of the statue of an angel, which 
the sculptor had just finished. 

The sculptor concealed himself in the 
studio so that he might hear what the 
great artist would say, without being 
observed. 

Michelangelo looked upon the statue 
awhile in silence and suspense, then 
exclaimed, “It lacks but one thing!” 

So nearly brokenhearted did the 
sculptor become that he could neither 
eat nor sleep, until a friend of his went 
to the master artist and asked him 
what the statue lacked. 

Michelangelo said, “Man, it only lacks 
life to be perfect!” 

And that is what all unsaved persons 
lack, regardless of anything else they 
may possess. They lack divine, spir- 
itual, and eternal life! 

And there is only One who can give 
it to them—the Lord Jesus Christ! He 
said, “I give unto them eternal life” 
(John 10:28). And He is the life that 
He imparts (John 14:6). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SucGcEsTeD HyMNs 


“The Lord’s My Shepherd” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold?” 
“Softly and Tenderly” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, whose kindness 
and love shine most in the giving of 
Thy Son to save us from our sins, we 
thank Thee for His defeat of sin and 
death. We rejoice, too, that we may 
share His victory. In us let sin be de- 
feated, O Lord, and make us of those 
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for whom death has no sting, no power 
to harm. Bless this lesson study to us 
and all others pondering it today. Draw 
us. all to trust and obey our Saviour 
that we may conquer our sins, our 
worries, and our fears. Bless the tak- 
ing of the Gospel to all people that 
many more may become the people of 
the Saviour. Where sadness, sickness, 


‘and suffering afflict any, give comfort 


and relief. Where people are bound by 
sin, set them free and bring soon the 
promised triumph of Thy Kingdom in 
the doing of Thy will on earth as in 
Heaven. Grant these mercies along 
with the pardon of our sins, through 
Thy dear Son. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our lesson title 
today is “The Lord of Life and Death.” 
The story we have studied certainly 
shows our Lord Jesus to be just that. 
Someone has said that if Jésus had 
not named Lazarus as the one He was 
commanding back from death, all the 
dead would have arisen! Perhaps so. 
Certainly the Bible teaches that at last 
our Lord will call all the dead to life 
and they will rise. 

One of the pictures of our Lord in 
the last book of the Bible shows Him 
as Lord of life and death. To John 


TRUST THE .LORD OF LIFE 
LOSE FEAR DEATH 


on the island of Patmos the Saviour 
appeared and said, “I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, I am‘alive 
for evermore, Amen; and have the keys 
of hell and of death [the place of the 
dead]” (Rev. 1:18). Death is the door 
to the unseen world to which we go 
after this life and our Lord’s hand 
holds the keys of death. It is He who 
opens that door for us to leave this 
life just when He sees best. How good 
to know that—to know that the ruler 
of death and the life beyond this is our 
own beloved Lord and Saviour! Those 
who are His friends need not fear when 
the time comes for them to die. They 
have taken Him as their Lord and 
Saviour, and for them to die is to de- 
part from this life to a better life with 
Him (Phil. 1:23). It is to “dwell in 
the house of the Lord for ever” (Psa. 
23:6). Such as trust the Saviour lose 
the fear of death. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 

















My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us begin today by reviewing 
John 1:9, and then memorizing 
verse 10. The Lord Jesus passed 
through this world unrecognized as its 
creator. He did miracles of mercy and 
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power such as no one else ever could 
have performed, yet the world ignored 
Him, and the Jewish leaders hated Him. 

The greatest of physical miracles is 
giving life to the dead. The Bible tells 
of three people that Jesus brought back 
to life: the twelve-year-old daughter 
of Jairus who had just died; a young 
man, the only son of a widow, when 
being carried to his grave; and Lazarus, 
a man who had been dead four days. 

The story of Lazarus is in John 11. 
The chapter begins by telling of his 
serious illness. As they were friends of 
Jesus, his sisters sent a messenger to 
tell Him about it. Knowing that He 
loved their brother and themselves, 
they doubtless expected the Lord to 
come at once, or else to heal Lazarus 
without coming. 

But Jesus did not rush to Lazarus’s 
bedside as they hoped. His disciples 
seem to have thought that this was 
because Bethany was close to Jeru- 
salem, where the Jews lived who 
wanted to kill Him. But that was not 
the reason He waited. Jesus delayed 
going to the relief of this family whom 
He loved because He knew that this 
would bring them greater blessing. 

Two days after the message had 
come, Jesus said to His disciples, “Let 
us go into Judea again.” He also told 
them, “Our friend Lazarus sleepeth.” 
At first they thought He meant that 
Lazarus was recovering, but when He 
said plainly, “Lazarus is dead,” they 
understood. Perhaps they remembered 
how Jesus had said of Jairus’ daughter, 
“The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.” 
Their spirits were alive, though their 
bodies were dead. 

Please notice what Thomas said when 
Jesus said that He was going back to 
Bethany. Some people think of the 
Apostle Thomas only as a doubter, be- 
cause at first he doubted Christ’s res- 
urrection. He did. But when we meet 
him in Heaven, let us not say, “You 
were the doubting disciple.” Let us 
say, “We remember that you were 
ready to die with Jesus.” 

The Lord and His disciples reached 
Bethany four days after Lazarus had 
died. Read verses 17-22. When Martha 
came to meet Jesus, she said to Him 
what she and Mary must have been 
thinking of constantly, “Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not 
died.” Verse 22 sounds as if she had 
some hope that Jesus would raise him 
from the dead. But when He said to 
her, “Thy brother shall rise again,” she 
seemed to think He referred only to 
the Resurrection Day. I am so glad 
that Christ did not say, “Lazarus is now 
a happy spirit floating through space.” 
He said, “Thy brother shall rise again.” 
The death of a Christian does not de- 
stroy the relationships and friendships 
formed here on earth. We are going to 
be our real selves, knowing and loving 
in Heaven those we have known and 
loved on earth. 

Read what Jesus said in John 11: 25, 
26. Those who have died believing in 
Jesus shall live again. Those who re- 
main alive till He comes will never die. 
What glorious promises! 








Read in verse 27, the good confession 
of Christ that Martha made. She be- 
lieved that Jesus was the Son of God 
and recognized that Old Testament 
prophecies concerning the Messiah were 
fulfilled in Him. 

Read on down to verse 32. Mary 
said the same words as Martha, but she 
said them at Jesus’ feet, showing per- 
haps that she had a still better appreci- 
ation of His greatness. 

Jesus sympathized deeply with the 
bereaved sisters and with the weeping 
friends of Lazarus, and with all 
mourners. He wept. Read verses 33- 
38. The body of Lazarus had been 
buried in a cave with a stone placed 


upon it. What did the Lord tell the 
people to do? (“Take ye away the 
stone.”’) Read verses 39-42. They 


proved their faith by their obedience.: 

Can you imagine the breathless 
silence that followed the rolling away 
of the stone, as the mourners waited 
between hope and fear for Jesus to 
speak? He called with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come forth!” The dead body 
came to life in instant obedience. It 
has been said that if Jesus had not 
said, “Lazarus, come forth,” every dead 
body in the cemetery would have come 
to life! The voice of the Son of God 
brought life in the first place. His voice 
will yet raise from the dead every 
person who has ever died. Some will 
be raised with glorified bodies to enter 
Heaven. Others will go to judgment 
and condemnation. 

This morning we worship a living 
Saviour, who is Himself the great life- 
giver. 

Read chapter 12 this week, and see 
how different ones felt about the raising 
of Lazarus from the dead. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
ps gg may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sun —_ ol Times, 
325 = 13th St., Philadel 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
ber” be had for 20 cents.a copy, or $2 

ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

Something Mysterious.—I am the res- 
urrection and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die (John 11: 
25, 26, Golden Text). Two Korean 
women stood watching a funeral pro- 
cession on its way to the foreign cem- 
etery. “What sight is this?” said one. 
“The burying of the missionary’s son,” 
answered the other. “That is very, 
very sad,” replied the first. In Korea 
a son is the most precious of all posses- 
sions. “It is not so bad for them as for 
us,” said the other sadly. “They know 
something that makes them sure that 
they will get their children back some 
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THE 
CATEGORICAL 
IMPERATIVE 


So philosophy calls it, but the 
Word of God uses simpler and 
clearer language. “It was neces- 
sary,” Paul told the Jews at An- 
tioch, “that the Word of God 
should first have been spoken to 
you.” That is, as if he were to say, 
“I can’t help myself; it is a cate- 
gorical imperative!” 


The imperative lies inherently 
in the very nature of the case. 
The natural procedure is to start 
any Gospel program with the 
Jew. Sentiment calls for it; grati- 
tude requires it; and, above all, 
God commands it! So powerfully 
was this conviction borne in upon 
the conscience of Paul, and so 
important did he consider Jewish 
conversion, that he cried out, “I 
could wish that myself were ac- 
cursed from Christ for my breth- 
ren .. . who are Israelites!” 


Dear child of God! Will you 
not ask Him to let you see Israel 
as He sees her? And when you 
do, a new joy and a new blessing 
will come to you. Try it. We feel 
that some day you will thank us 
that you did. 


Our work merits your every 
confidence. It is a program of 
world-wide testimony to the Jews. 
Your fellowship is always wel- 
comed and appreciated. THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE magazine is 
sent to all contributors. 

AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS ~~} 
TO THE JEWS, Inc. | 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 
Canadian Office: 








39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada | 


I do want to help the Jews. Here is $______.. 
Use it as God directs, to make known to Israel 














| the saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ. ; 
| Name | 
| Address | 
| City Zone__. State___ | 
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day. We know nothing about how to 
get ours back again.”"—From Adult 
Bible Teacher. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Sorrow Shared.—Many ... came to 
Martha and Mary, to comfort them 
(John 11:19). When Prince Albert died, 
Queen Victoria took her grief to Bal- 
moral, and there, in the isolation of 
her position, she remembered him. 
Then, by some strange chance, word 
reached her that the husband of a 
woman in a nearby cottage had died. 
The Queen immediately ordered a coach 
to be brought, and quietly left the 
castle. Soon she was at the house, and, 
almost unnoticed, lifted the latch and 
went in. News of her arrival soon got 
around the village; and when the Queen 
left, neighbors crowded into the little 
room with the same question on their 
lips: “What did she say?” they asked. 
“She didna say anything,” came the 
calm reply. “She cam’ in; she sat doon 
beside me; she took my hand... and 
we baith wept.” Two women whose 
lives and ways were poles apart, yet 
who were one in their sorrow.—From 
“The Friendship Book,” by Francis Gay. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


Expect Great Things—Then said 
Martha unto Jesus, Lord . . . I know, 
that . . . whatsoever thou wilt ask of 
God, God will give it thee. Jesus saith 
unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 
Martha saith unto him, I know that he 
shall rise again in the resurrection 
at the last day (John 11:21-24). Beware, 
in your prayer, above everything, of 
limiting God, not only by unbelief, but 
by fancying that you know what He 
can do. Expect unexpected things 
above all that we ask or think. Each 
time you intercede, be quiet first and 
worship God in His glory. Think of 


. what He can do, of how He delights to 


hear Christ, of your place in Christ; 
and expect great things—From Andrew 
Murray. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Loss or Gain?—But I know, that even 
now... (John 11:22). Ata Victorious 
Life Conference at Keswick Grove, N. J., 
Miss Ruth Paxson told of a Christian 
woman whom she had met in Finland 
and who was undaunted by a great 
trial. She briefly outlines the story 
of this brave woman as follows: She 
was a missionary in India, and was ill 
with lung trouble. The doctors sent 
her back to Finland to die. She bought 
a little farm and began to farm it her- 
self. One day in running one of her 
farm machines, her right hand was cut 
off. A friend told me that when she 
was taken to the hospital she went in 
singing and praising the Lord, and the 
doctors and nurses said they had never 
known of anyone entering like that be- 
fore. She has a rest home now on this 
farm, and people go there for physical 
and spiritual rest. There is the daily 
teaching of the Word of God. Feeling 
the need of spiritual refreshment for 
herself, she came to Helsinki for the 
days we were there for meetings. She 
boarded the train about halfway to 











COLLEGE 


Annuity offers you assured and steady 
income as long as you live and enables 
you to establish a memorial scholarship — 
in your name. Thus you give an undying 
gift to unborn generations, a towering 
memorial to the dignity and worth of 
your own life. 

A Hope College Annuity gives you a 
larger income than most safe investments 
and a big reduction in income tax. Your 
Annuity income is largely tax exempt. 


Centennial Goals 


Expanded Plant—Increased Endowment ! 
As Hope College approaches its cen- 
tennial celebration it is rededicated to 
training more young people for Christian 
leadership. 672 ordained ministers and 
170 missionaries are numbered among its 
graduates. 30 eminent educators picked 
it as one of the 10 leading coeducational 
colleges in the United States. 

Your Annuity investment will further 
the work of spreading the Kingdom and 
will bring you heartwarming satisfaction 
as well as a saving of expense, worry and 
possible investment loss. 


Let Your we Do Your Will 


Make sure now 
that your estate 
will serve the 
ends you desire— 
remember Hope 
College in your 
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Dept. T, Holland, Michigan 


Please send me booklet giving free particulars on 
Annuities and the correct wording of Wills. 
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Helsinki, and came into the compart- 


_ ment where we were. She was carry- 


ing an immense suitcase filled with 
clothing she had gathered for the needy 
people of Germany, and also her own 
baggage. Her right hand was a steel 
crook. She could not help but see that 
we noticed it, and very soon, as we 
entered into conversation, she told her 
story, and with a very radiant face she 
said, “When that hand was cut off, I 
immediately said, ‘Lord, not why, but 
what? Now that you have allowed 
this to happen, what work now do you 
have for me to do?’” And the Lord is 
using her in a very precious, beautiful 
way as she ministers to the physical 
and. spiritual need of those who come 
to her little farm for rest and refresh- 
ment.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. 


Like a Blade of Grass.—Thy brother 
shall rise again (John 11:23). Often 
it is inquired, “How do we know? How 
can we be sure?” How does a farmer 
know that his crop is going to grow? 
Suppose after sowing the seed the 
farmer inspects his field at regular in- 
tervals. One morning he will detect 
a tiny blade of corn pushing its way 
up through the soil. Just one single, 
tiny blade of grain. But that is enough 
for the farmer. Immediately he is filled 
with confidence. He knows that if one 
blade has come up, the rest of the crop 
will come up, too. How do we know 
that the dead in Christ will rise? Be- 
cause on the first Easter the Saviour’s 
tomb burst open and Jesus arose in 
resurrection life. Because He came up, 
we, too, shall rise—From The Prophetic 
News. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Because He Said So.—Said I not unto 
thee... ? (John 11:40.) A schoolmaster 
gave three of his pupils a difficult prob- 
lem. “You will find it very hard to 
solve,” he said, “but there is a way.” 
After repeated attempts, one of them 
gave up in despair. “There is no way,” 
he declared. The second pupil had not 
succeeded, yet he was smiling and un- 
concerned. “I know it can be done, 
because I have seen it done.” The 
third worked on, long after the rest 
had given up. His head ached and his 
brain was in a whirl. Yet as he went 
over it again and again, he said without 
faltering, “I know there is a way, be- 
cause the master has said it.” Here is 
faith—that confidence that rests not 
upon what it has seen, but upon the 
promises of God.—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fet- 
cham, Surrey, Eng. 


Yes, Father—He cried with a loud 
voice, Lazarus, come forth (John 11: 
43). Thomas Spurgeon tells us of an 
epitaph in a little English churchyard 
that lacks nothing in simplicity. The 
headstone over the little mound bears 
just these words: “Freddy!” as if some 
one called,—and underneath, “Yes,. Fa- 
ther,”—as if some one answered.—From 
Sunday at Home. Sent by the Rev. W. 
P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 
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“THEY LOOKED 
FOR A 
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A GREAT CHRISTIAN FILM 


@ The incredible true story of a Jew- 
ish family in Eastern Europe and 
their bitter struggle for survival. 
You see Jews ridden down by Cos- 
sacks...flight from Poland and 
later from war-torn Germany...a 
miraculous reunion at an enemy 
border...the triumph of faith. 
Forty-five minutes of breath-taking 
action in one of the most dramatic, 
heart-stirring film experiences of 
your life. 


Write today for rental booking— $25.00. 
16 MM NATURAL COLOR SOUND 
THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary ond Relief Society, Inc. 


Dr. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
1218-S Chestnut St., 7th Floor, Philadelphia - 7, Pa. 








A unique aid to 
Sunday School teachers 
and ministers 





THE FOUR 
GOSPELS AS ONE 
Arranged by DAVID H. YARN, JR. 


The life, ministry and mission of Jesus 
Christ in a new, unified account. By 
arranging the King James Version of 
the Gospels in chronological order and 
by leaving out duplicate material—a 
chart lists paratlel accounts of the pas- 
sages omitted—a beautiful panoramic 
view of the entire Gospel story is given. 
Growing out of the author’s own class- 
room experience in Bible teaching, this 
concise life of Jesus will give every 
Christian new insight into the life of 
Jesus. Young people just learning 
about Him will find The Four Gospels 
as One invaluable in their studies. 
$3.95 at your bookseller 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus’ Loving Care 
(John 10:1-4, 11, 12, 16) 

KE an imaginary rocket back to 
the Lord Jesus’ time! When you 
got up in the morning (lots earlier than 
you do now!) you saw sunrise turn 
darkness into light. Every tree and 
house and even the stones on the 
ground became clear in the sunlight. 
Out you ran and you could see just 
where to find your pet chickens. Per- 
haps you looked up and said, “Thank 
You, God, for the sun.” Then you re- 
membered the words you had heard 
the Lord Jesus say about His being the 
sunlight of the world. (Put on the 
flannelboard a picture of the Lord, the 
words “I am” in large letters, and a 
picture or drawing of the sun. Have 
pupils repeat the last Golden Text, John 
8:12.) If you had known it, you would 

have begun to sing: 


There’s sunshine in soul today, 
More glorious and bright 
Than glows in an earthly ‘a, 
For Jesus is my light. 
—Eliza E. Hewitt 


(or “The Light of the World Is Jesus”). 

Next came your simple breakfast, one 
of Mother’s flat round loaves of bread, 
broken up into pieces. Father asked 
the blessing. How hungry you were! 
“Thank You, God, for this food,” you 
thought. You remembered the Lord 
Jesus and the boy’s lunch you had 
seen Him stretch to feed five thousand 
people. And He had said, “I am”—(add 
picture of bread to the flannelboard, 


and have class repeat the Golden Text . 


from John 6:35). “I do. believe on 
You,” you whispered. You wished you 
could remember all the words of 


Break Thou the bread of life, 
Dear Lord, to me. 


“Come, children, get to your work,” 
commanded Father. Since you were 
the youngest in your Bible family, your 
job was to take care of the dozen 
sheep that belonged. to the family. 
Where were your sheep? How did 
you get them out of the fold? How 
did you get them to the pasture? What 
did you do for them during the day? 
(Let the pupils contribute what they 
know about the life of a shepherd in 
Bible days. Use pictures that show the 
different activities.) 

The Lord Jesus came out where you 
were tending sheep that day! His dis- 
ciples followed close after Him, and 
behind them came crowds of people. 
He stopped right on the hillside where 
you were, and the people gathered 
around. He began to speak to them 
(read John 10:1-4, 14). You remem- 
bered how you had done those very 
things that morning when you had 
called out your sheep! All at once you 
realized. in your heart, “Why, the Lord 
Jesus is calling me! He is my shep- 


herd!” You listened on the edge of the 
crowd, keeping one eye on your sheep 
near by. You. heard Him say: (read 
vv. 11, 12). Yes, you had seen things 
like that happen. And you remem- 
bered how David, a shepherd boy not 
much older than you, had risked his 
life and with God’s help had fought 
off a lion and a bear to rescue his 
sheep. You, of course, did not know 
then just how the Lord Jesus was going 
to save you from the Devil-wolf, Satan, 
but you know now. You began to hum 
David’s song, “The Lord is my shep- 
herd.” (Repeat in unison.) 

Then again the Lord’s words came to 
you clear and strong: (read v. 16). 
Yes, He has many sheep. Black sheep, 
white sheep, red, brown, and yellow— 
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, and 
so on. They are in many places—over 
hundreds of years—but He knows every 
one (John 10:14, Memory Verse. Add 
picture of Jesus as shepherd). His 
sheep will never die, but all be gathered 
to Him in His great Heaven-fold (John 
11:25, 26, Golden Text. Add a picture 
of a gravestone cut from a memorial 
advertisement in a magazine. Close 
with a prayer of thanks for the Lord 
as shepherd and for eternal life). 

Orono, MAINE. 


we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 93) 
1. It was “for the glory of God” 
(John 11:4). 
2. He remained two days where He 


3. Martha. 
4. He wept. 
5. “Take ye away the stone” (v. 39). 
6. The glory of God. 
7. She fell at Christ’s feet. 
8. Four days. 

9. He was bound hand and foot in 
graveclothes. 

10. “Loose him, and let him go” (v. 
44). 

West PaLm BEACH, FLA. 


The 1961 World Day of Prayer 


HE annual World Day of Prayer has 

been declared for Friday, February 
17, 1961. On this day, thousands of 
Christians the world over will be gath- 
ering in churches and meeting places to 
seek God’s face in thanksgiving and 
petition. Two conservative church 
groups in the United States have pre- 


‘ pared booklets giving suggested worship 


service outlines for this day. Pas- 
tors and Sunday school and church 
workers are urged to make use of these 
attractive booklets. The American 
Council of Christian Churches offers a 
program based upon 2 Chronicles 7:14, 
15: “If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear 
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‘from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land. Now mine 
eyes shall be open, and mine ears at- 
tent unto the prayer that is made in 
this place.” This free booklet is avail- 
able froxa: The American Council of 
Christian Churches, 15 Park Row, New 
York 38, N. Y. 

Another worship outline centered 
around the theme, “A sower went forth 
...” has been prepared by the National 
Association of Evangelicals, and is 
available at no charge from that organ- 
ization at 222 East Willow Ave., Box 28, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 

Although no charge is made for these 
programs, freewill offerings will be ap- 
preciated by both associations to cover 
the expense of printing and mailing. 


Who Wrote the Bible? 
(Continued from page 87) 


his book is the book of the Lord: “Seek 
ye out of the book of the Lord, and 
read: no one of these shall fail, none 
shall want her mate [no prophecy shall 
fail of its fulfillment]: for my mouth 
it hath commanded, and his spirit it 
hath gathered them” (Isa. 34: 16). 

Look at Ezekiel 1:3: “The word of 
the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel 
the priest.” That covers his book, but 
that is not all. Turn to chapter 12, and 
read the first verse, and continue doing 
that till you arrive at chapter 38. You 
will read in all those verses, “And the 
word of the Lord came unto me.” 
Sometimes it is in the second verse. 
If it were not “the word of the Lord,” 
then the prophet is lying. 

Look into the short Book of Haggai. 
In its two brief chapters, he asserts 
twenty-seven times that he is writing 
the words of the Lord. In the four 
short chapters of the Prophet Malachi, 
divine inspiration is asserted twenty- 
eight times. 

The divine authorship of the whole 
Bible, the Old Testament and the New 
Testament, is asserted in two all-com- 
prehending statements—“God .. . spake 
in time past unto the fathers by [Greek 
en, in] the prophets, .. . [that takes in 
all of the Old Testament] hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by 
[Greek en, in] his Son” (Heb. 1:1, 2). 
That takes in all of the New Testament. 
Yes God wrote the Bible. 


SomMeE OBSERVATIONS 

Since God wrote the Bible, there are 
certain observations that must be made 
on the Book that He wrote. 

The Bible is a good Book.—It must 
partake of the nature of its Author. 
The Bible says of God, “Thou art good, 
and doest good” (Psa. 119:68). The 
Bible is good, and does good. It is 
called “the good word of God” (Heb. 
6:5). And Proverbs 4:2 says, “I give 
you good doctrine.” The Bible is 
known throughout the world as “the 
Good Book” for the good that it is and 
for the good that it does. “Do not my 


words do good to him that walketh 
uprightly?” (Mic. 2:7.) 
Lord Francis Bacon said, 


“There 
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never was found, in any age of the 
world, either religion or law that did 
so highly exalt the public good as the 
Bible.” 

The famous Faber, who. exchanged 
the “beauties” of the Protestant Bible 
for the “Romish Version,” said this of 
the goodness of the Authorized Version: 

Who can say: that the uncommon 
beauty and marvelous English of the 

Protestant Bible is not one of the 

great strongholds of heresy in this 

country? It lives on the ear like 
music that can never be forgotten; 
like the sound of church bells, which 
the convert scarcely knows how he 
can forego. Its felicities seem often 
to be almost things rather than words. 

It is part of the national mind, and 

the anchor of the national seriousness. 

Nay, it is worshipped with a positive 

idolatry, in extenuation of whose 

fanaticism its intrinsic beauty pleads 
availingly with the scholar. The mem- 
ory of the dead passes into it. The 
potent traditions of childhood are 
stereotyped into its verses. It is the 
representative of a man’s best mo- 
ments; all that there has been about 
him of soft, and gentle, and pure, and 
penitent, and good, speaks to him out 
of his English Bible. It is his sacred 
thing, which doubt never dimmed and 
controversy never soiled; and in the 
length of the land there is not a Prot- 
estant with one spark of religiousness 
about him whose spiritual biography 

is not in his Saxon Bible—Dr. F. W. 

Faber, in “Augus’ Bible Handbook,” 

London Edition, 1908, pp. 152, 3. 

The Bible is an infallible Book— 
Writers in the “New Interpreter’s Bible” 
commentary do not think so. Arthur 
Buttrick says: “An unprejudiced reader 
would see, if left alone, that the doc- 
trine of literal infallibility has been 
imposed on the Bible” (Vol. I, p. 167). 
That statement is an entire repudiation 
of the teaching of 2 Timothy 3:16, “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of 
God.” Buttrick’s statement is also an 
entire rejection of the teaching of 2 
Peter 1:20, 21, “Knowing this first, that 
no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. For the proph- 
ecy came not in old time [at any time, 
marg.] by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” All Scripture is 


God-breathed, breathed out by God— 


His very own Word. 

There are no errors of science in the 
Bible. There are no errors of history, 
none of geography, none of geology, 
none of meteorology, none of botany, 
none of astronomy, none of zoology, 
none of ornithology, none of ichthyol- 
ogy (none in the story of Jonah and 
the whale!), none in mineralogy, none 
in hematology; it has taken centuries 
for men to learn the science of the 
blood, and to learn the meaning of 
Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of the 
flesh is in the blood.” There are no 
errors of any of the “-ologies” known 
to man to be found in the Bible. 

Search through these fifty authors, 
search through these sixty-six books, 
search these 1,189 chapters, and these 
31,173 verses . . . search for one single 
error of those thousands with which 
ancient and modern books abound, 
when they speak either of the heaven 
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or of the earth, or of their revolutions, 
or of their elements; search, but you 
will search in vain . .. Never does 
this book do violence to the facts: or 
to the principles of a sound philoso- 
phy of nature. Never will you find 
it in opposition, in the case of a single 
sentence, with the correct notions 
which science has enabled us to reach 
with regard to the form of our globe, 
its size, or its geology. . . . There is 
no physical error, then, in the Scrip- 
tures; and this great fact ... is the 
manifest proof of an inspiration car- 
ried into their choice of the smallest 
expressions they employ. . .. Not only 
has the Bible not admitted any false 
statements of opinion or expression; 
but further, it has often allowed words 
to escape which enable us to see, be- 
yond all possibility of our being mis- 
taken, the science of the Almighty. ... 
Its language will be found to bear, by 
means of these traits, the evident char- 
acters of the most entire inspiration 
(Gaussen in “Theopneustia,” pp. 258, 
259, 260, 261). 

(To be continued) 


Fundamentalism . . . 
(Continued from page 91) 


The Fundamentalist is concerned 
about the inroads of secularistic science 
into Christian thought. He is afraid of 
a “baptized” Freudianism, or of fash- 
ioning his ideas according to the dic- 
tates of an admittedly rapidly changing 
and changeable body of knowledge. 
Was it not, he asks, the Church’s naive 
acceptance of Aristotelian science in 
the Middle Ages that led to its remorse 
in the Renaissance? Better to have 
relied on the Bible than on the findings 
of science. 

Again, the truth is wholly on neither 
side. God’s Word and God’s world do 
not contradict each other. But the- 
ologians draw inferences from His Word, 
and scientists draw inferences from His 
world. True exegesis of the Scripture 
may well contradict false inferences 
from the world; true science may well 
contradict false inferences from the 
Bible; false Scriptural inferences may 
and do contradict false scientific in- 
ferences. If these elementary remarks 
are kept in mind, much of the heat in 
this issue can be abated. Science that 
is truly Christian, viewing the world 
from the vantage point of God’s revela- 
tion, never fears a contradiction from 
science which is also in subjection to 
His Word. 

A final issue is worthy of some com- 
ment. The problem of worldliness cuts 
across the Fundamentalist-Neo-Evan- 
gelical dialogue. Some Christians look 
askance at Fundamentalism’s narrow- 
hess, call it unscriptural, and lament its 
Tesultant isolation. Thus Dr. Carnell 
writes critically of the Fundamentalist 
opposition to the dance and reminds us 
that “David danced before the Lord.” 
Says Paul Little, “The result of this [iso- 
lation] is that very few Christian peo- 
ple have non-Christians as friends, not 
Mere acquaintances. Those who do 
have real friends among non-Christians 
are often accused of compromise (noth- 
ing new—so was our Lord). Those 
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who have no non-Christian friends are 
frequently active in church, but non- 
Christians do not respond to their in- 
vitations to evangelistic meetings. For 
the invitation itself comes as an in- 
vasion of their life and world rather 
than as the word of their friend” (His, 
May, 1959, p. 2). 

The “borderland of right and wrong, “3 
to borrow a phrase from Theodore 
Graebner, is a swampland of prejudice 
and disillusionment, but every Chris- 
tian has to learn to live in it. The older 
Fundamentalism found some practices 
harmful to godly living. This attitude 
they inherited from their fathers—it 
was not invented in the Twentieth 
Century. Fundamentalists fear that 
Neo-Evangelicals may forget that “this 
vile world” is not “a friend to grace to 
help me on to God.” Yet their appli- 
cation of the viewpoint led to the “lost 
audience” of today. 

There is no facile solution to the 
problem of worldliness because it is 
an attitude of heart rather than an 
overt act which comes under - discus- 
sion. This attitude stems from a recog- 
nition that this is God’s world and the 
Christian must reclaim his little bit of 
it to the subjection of Christ. This 
principle frees the Christian from the 
prejudices of men, but it also binds 
him to the service of God. Neither 
isolation nor undiscriminating partici- 
pation is Biblical, but witnessing for 
Christ in every part of His world is a 
Scriptural command. 

Part of the title of this article is 
“Whither?” If it is dangerous to give 
an historical estimate of current events, 
it is even more perilous to prophesy! 
But the writer, after giving sympathetic 
attention to each side of the dialogue, 
would like to share his conviction. 

As we noted in the conclusion to our 
first article, Fundamentalism stepped 
into a void created by the capitulation 
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of the citadels of an older orthodoxy to 
Modernism. Thank God it did not fail 
in training men to preach the Gospel at 
home and on foreign shores! But even 
in the hour of its successes, certain 


weaknesses became apparent. Funda- 
mentalism preserved the faith of many 
and propagated it in certain areas of 
modern life. But its resources were 
limited and its strength small. Today 
there is a corrective trend which, God 
willing, should restore the full-orbed 
character of the Gospel and give the 
people of God a new sense of the rele- 
vance of God’s Word to man’s present 
situation. 

Fundamentalism was a “reduction” of 
an older orthodoxy, but it preserved the 
heart of it. If men today will be faith- 
ful to that heart and revive the older 
orthodoxy already implicit in Funda- 
mentalism, the Church will have a new 
lease on power. 

Is this what the Neo-Evangelicals 
want? The answer cannot be clear. 
Some Neo-Evangelicals confuse the 
characteristics which identify Funda- 
mentalism with the older orthodoxy 
with the marks which set it off from it, 
and one cannot be sure where some of 
our brethren are heading. 

Is there a corrective trend in the still 
young Neo-Evangelicalism which will 
prevent its glossing over real differ- 
ences between Christianity and anti- 
Christian thinking, and which will turn 
it into the direction of continued af- 
firmation of what is central to Biblical 
truth? 

If both movements can find their 
raison d’etre in a recovering of the 
richness and potential power of an older 
tradition, recovering it in the modern 
situation, then there is real hope in- 
deed for American Protestantism. 


(To be continued) 


Fishing for Men 
(Continued from page 91) 


in helping her come to this country. Her 
life story is told in “Queen of the Dark 
Chamber,”1 so called because she lives 
in a darkened room. It has been pub- 
lished in nine other languages and in 
Braille. (The thrilling story of Leaman 
Place, including the work among Chi- 
nese officers and Miss Tsai’s book, was 
told in three articles in the Tmves by 
Laura Z. LeFevre, former Correspond- 
ence Editor of the TI™Es.) 

China Mary and Christiana do ten 
times as much as the average church 
member in witnessing for Christ, 
though they cannot go out; and they 
have a great burden to reach the cul- 


tured foreigners who come to our land . 


for further education, and who, when 
they are converted, make the best mis- 
sionaries to their own people. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





1 Published by the Moody Press, Chicago, it 
may be ordered at $2.95 a copy from om 
Chr Tsai, L Place, Paradise P 
Lancaster Co., Pa. 








The Young People’s Meeting 
(Continued from page 86) 


thing about it. When He is on the 
throne of our lives, we will be thought- 
ful, and considerate, and careful about 
the time of others. When self is on the 
throne, He cannot do this for us. Let 
us do our part and yield our lives to 
His control in all things, and then ex- 
pect Him to do for us what only He 
can do. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Settling Down 
(Continued from page 87) 


all these things with a deliberate ap- 
prehension lest they should tie him to 
this lost and perishing world. He sings: 


I thank Thee more, that all our joy 
ts touched with pain, 

That shadows fall on brightest hours, 
_o thorns remain, 

© that earth’s bliss. be our 6, 
And not our chain. aed we 


Every day he reminds himself—This 
is not my rest. I will not settle down. 
I do not belong here. I journey to my 
Homeland. I seek that eternal city 
whose maker and builder is God. 


1961 Alaska Christian 
Fellowship Tour Arranged 


O SOONER is a Christian Fellow- 

ship Tour to Alaska disbanded than 
the question is asked, “Will there be 
another tour next year?” The popularity 
of these well established tours is respon- 
sible for the continuation of them. It 
is, therefore, with genuine pleasure that 
we announce to our readers and their 
friends that the 1961 Alaska Cruise is 
arranged. 

The tour will leave from Chicago on 
Thursday, July 13, and will return there 
on Wednesday, August 2. On the way 
to Vancouver, the tour party will enjoy 
riding along the great Mississippi River 
in the “Vista Dome Stream-lined North 
Coast Limited.” The rail ride will take 
you through the American Rockies. 
Portland, Oregon, the “City of Roses” 
will be visited, with a very compre- 
hensive sightseeing tour of that area, 
including Multnomah Falls and Bon- 
neville Dam, where salmon will be 
seen struggling upriver to spawn. Three 
nights will be spent at the splendid 
Olympic Hotel in Seattle, Washington. 
From Seattle a day’s trip to Mt. Rainier, 
one of America’s greatest scenic won- 
ders, will be enjoyed. Lunch and din- 
ner will be had in the unique and 
lovely Paradise Inn. 

The tour will move on to the grand 
city of Victoria, British Columbia, 
spending two nights at one of the finest 
hotels on the continent, the Empress, 
which contains the royal suite for the 
rulers of Great Britain. Sightseeing in 
this picturesque city will include Butch- 
ard’s Flower Garden, which is known 
the world over by flower lovers and 
camera enthusiasts. Much of Van- 


couver Island will be covered by bus 
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on the way to the city of Vancouver, 
where time will be allowed for shop- 
ping. 

In Vancouver the steamer will be 
boarded, and the tour will enjoy an 
eight-day cruise in quiet Alaskan wa- 
ters. 


On the way back after the fascinat-. 


ing cruise, the party will spend time at 
Lake Louise and Banff, with overnight 
stops at the famous Chateau and at the 
Banff Springs Hotel. 

An attractive illustrated folder is 
available for those interested in the 
tour. Send a card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a director of The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 
throughout. 
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Worship 














Family Worship, daily Bible readings and 


notes prepared by e Scripture Paion, 
2136 Darby Road, Havertown, Pa. 
Mon., Feb. 20. Luke 15:11-24. 


So the sheep belonged to the flock, 
the son belonged to the family, and the 
coin was somewhere inside the woman’s 
house—yet each was lost. It is sadly 
possible for a man or woman to belong 
to a Christian home and to a Christian 
church and yet to be lost to God! Are 
we lost like that? But we must also 
think today about being sought. The 
“shepherd” is Jesus Christ seeking us; 
the “woman” is God the Holy Spirit 
seeking us; the “father” is God the 
Father seeking us. Think of it! God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost (the Holy Trinity) is seek- 
ing us—all because God loves us. Now 
the father had to wait for the boy until 
he repented. On the other hand, all 
the sheep could do was to cry out and 
to wait until the good shepherd found 
him; while the coin could do nothing at 
all. What a mine of teaching! See if 
you can apply it to yourself. 

A Prayer: O merciful God, we have 
sinned in Thy sight; have mercy on us 
for Thy Son’s sake. Amen. 

Question: The prodigal son left home 
Saying “Give me.” What did he say as 
he came home? (v. 19.) 


Tues., Feb. 21. Luke 15:25-32. 

When Jesus went on to speak of the 
older brother, He suddenly began an 
attack on the scribes and Pharisees, who 
were just like the older brother. Out- 
wardly, they were model sons to God— 
dutiful (v. 31), obedient (v. 29), hard- 
working (v. 25)—but inwardly they 
were rotten through and through. What 
a horrid character the elder son had! 
Verses 26 and 28 show him being awk- 
ward and very trying. Moreover, he 
was ill-tempered (v. 28), self-righteous, 
self-pitying, proud, ungrateful, and sour 
(v. 29). He believed malicious gossip; 


he lied and exaggerated (v. 30); and 
worst of all, there was neither love nor 


‘ February 4, 1961 (Lesson for February 19) 
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compassion in his heart.. No wonder 
he had no parties! There were plenty 
of kids for the feast, but a bitter, horrid 
man like that would have no friends 
(v. 29). The chapter ends in tragedy. 

A Prayer: O Lord Jesus, master car- 
penter of Nazareth, who on the cross 
through wood and nails hast wrought 
man’s full salvation, wield well Thy 
tools in this Thy workshop, that we who 
come to Thee roughhewn may be fash- 
ioned to a truer beauty by Thy hand. 
Amen. 

Question: Can you think of another 
son who was dead and who became 
alive again? 


Vied., Feb. 22. Luke 17:11-19. 

Picture those ten men outside the 
gate of the village. Their heads were 
bare, their lips were covered, their 
clothes were purposely torn and, as 
people approached them, they began to 
cry hoarsely, “Unclean! unclean!” You 
see, they were lepers and had to keep 
a hundred paces distant from other peo- 
ple. In those days there was no known 
cure for leprosy. One day they heard 
of Jesus the great physicfan. And, 
when He came their way, they im- 
plored Him, as loudly as they could, to 
heal them. They prayed, they believed, 
they obeyed. Leprosy, in the Bible, is 
a picture of sin. Only Jesus can cure 
us from that, and He will do it when 
we pray, when we trust, when we obey. 

A Prayer: 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise. Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Question: Who else prayed “Have 
mercy on me [us]”? (Matt. 15:22; Mark 
10: 47.) 


Thurs., Feb. 23. Luke 18:9-14, 

In some ways, the two worshipers 
were very much alike. Both had gone 
into the Temple, both believed in God 
and in prayer. Yet they were so dif- 
ferent. The Pharisee could say that he 
was pure and clean morally, that his 
business dealings were scrupulously 
honest (v. 11), that he was genérous, 
disciplined, and careful in religion, that 
he fasted much more often than the 
Law demanded (v. 12). When the pub- 





Daily Bible Readings 
To Accompany the Lesson 


Mon., Feb. 13—John 10:1-10 
Tues., Feb. 14—John 10:11-18 
Wed., Feb. 15—Mark 5: 22-24, 34-43 
Thurs., Feb. 16—Isaiah 38:9-20 
Fri., Feb. 17—John 11:17-27 

Sat., Feb. 18—John 11:38-44 
Sun., Feb. 19—Romans 8:31-39 
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lican (an outcast tax collector) opened 
his heart, all he could say was, “God be 
merciful to me, a sinner” (v. 13). The 
strange thing is that God rejected the 
good man and accepted the bad man. 
The publican went home with God’s 
joy, peace, and forgiveness in his heart. 
Why should this be? Clearly, the 
Pharisee trusted himself, his:own mer- 
its and good deeds, to make him right 
with God (v. 9). The publican relied 
solely on God’s mercy. 

A Prayer: All our hope is in Thy 
mercy, O God; keep us always humble’ 
and thankful. Amen. 


Question: To what kind of people 
was the parable spoken? (v. 9.) 


Fri., Feb. 24. Luke 18:18-23. 

Yesterday we read of an upright man 
who trusted in.good living and correct 
religion to make him right with God. 
Today we meet a man who put his 
faith not only in religion but in riches 
as well. “No,” said Jesus, “even that 
will not do. You must give up your 
trust in riches and follow Me instead.” 
Alas, the rich ruler was not ready to do 
this, and so he went away sorrowfully 
(Matt. 19:22). Can you understand 
the teaching in our last two read- 
ings? Let me put it like this. Suppose 
I had a son who lived a wonderful life. 
Suppose his obedience was perfect, his 
manners beyond reproach, his work dil- 
igent and conscientious; in short, sup- 
pose he was a model son. But if one 
day I discovered that my son did not 
love me at all, I should be a bitterly 
disappointed father, shouldn’t I? Now 
God is like that. Of course, He wants 
your good life, your religion, your obe- 
dience, your worship; but, more than 
all these things, He wants your love 
and your heart. 
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1. SINGLE LIFE ANNUITY . 


In this form, Moody Bible Insti- 
tute agrees to pay the investor a 
stated return annually or semi- 
annually as long as he lives. 


2. JOINT ANNUITY 


This type of annuity covers two 
persons, and the return is paid to 
them jointly, the annuity check to 
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they both live. On the death of 
one, the return is paid to the sur- 
vivor. 
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It is also possible to provide for 
depending on your age. » 


friends through Moody annuities by 
will, thereby assuring lifetime in- 
comes for loved ones, and at the 
same time continuing your assistance 
to the Lord’s work through the In- 
stitute. 
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information on tax benefits. 
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February 4, 1961 (Lesson for February 19) 








A Prayer: O God, help us so to yield © 


to Thee in love and obedience that we 
may please Thee in all that we are and 
in all that we do. Through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


Question: Have you ever read God’s 
pleading in Proverbs 23: 26? 


Sat., Feb. 25. Luke 18:24-30, 

Was Jesus talking about a real camel 
going through the eye of a real needle? 
Did you say, “That’s impossible”? In- 
deed, you are right. But look at Mark 
10:23, 24, and you will see that Jesus 
was speaking of people putting their 
trust in riches. It makes sense now, 
doesn’t it? A real camel can go 
through a real needle’s eye more easily 
than someone who trusts in riches can 
enter God’s Kingdom. We need to trust 
in Jesus alone if we wish to become 
one of God’s subjects. 


A Prayer:-O God, who in Thy love 
hast bestowed upon us gifts such as 
our fathers never knew nor dreamed 
of, mercifully grant that we be not so 
occupied with material things that we 
forget the things that are spiritual; lest, 
having gained the whole world, we 
lose our own soul; for Thy mercy’s 
sake. Amen. 

Question: Three pairs of opposites 
today ... “hard and easy”; “possible 
and impossible”; “leaving and receiv- 
ing.” Can you find the verses in which 
they come? 


Sun., Feb. 26. Luke 18:31-34, 


From the time they first believed 
Jesus to be the Messiah, the disciples 
were sure He would overthrow the 
power of Rome and set the Jews free. 
When Jesus spoke.about His death, 
they could not understand what He was 
talking about (v. 34). Our Christian 
faith is centered on the death of our 
Lord. It takes more than one-third of 


the pages of the four Gospel stories to j 


tell how Jesus died. Our Christian 
symbol is the cross—on which Jesus 


died. The most sacred act of a Chris- 4 


tian’s worship shows forth the Lord’s 
death in the breaking of bread. The 
Apostles’ Creed makes no mention of 


Christ’s life and teachings, but uses no 


less than five verbs in speaking of His 
death. “.. . suffered ... crucified... 
dead ... buried . . . descended .. .” 
Many people today do not understand 
that Jesus died on the cross for their 
sins. I wonder whether this is hid from 
you. Let us ask God today to open our 
eyes to the meaning of the cross on 
which Jesus died. 


A Prayer: Keep us both outwardly 


in our bodies, and inwardly in our 
souls; that we may be defended from 
all adversities which may happen to 
the body, and from all evil thoughts 


which may assault and hurt the soul; — 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. — 
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Question: Can you find a verse that © 
tells what would follow the death of f 


Jesus? 
we 





Please pray for the contributors and z 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and~ 


for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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